POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

SEVENTH GRADE ENGLISH
GENERAL CURRICULUM

The seventh grade curriculum includes literature, grammar and writing. The students will study several novels this year. They will also complete a short story and poetry unit. The students will have Literary Terms notes to study throughout the year.  They will have a series of quizzes on these notes. They will review the parts of speech, basic sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and usage.  They will learn about phrases and clauses and will explore more advanced sentence structure. For the first several months, they will have basic grammar notes to memorize. ALL notes are in their English binder, in Google Classroom, and on my website (http://fosterkat.com).  They will have a series of quizzes on their English notes. The students will explore many different types of writing: descriptive, process, comparison/contrast, persuasive, classification, and definition.  The students will analyze models of non-fiction writing and read and analyze non-fiction articles. The students will also review the research paper.

HOMEWORK

Written homework is assigned weekly due on Fridays. It is up to the students to budget their time so that their homework is completed on time. Each time a student has missing or incomplete homework, there will be consequences as described in the Merit Demerit system. 
If a student is unable to do homework due to illness or emergency, he/she must have a note signed by a parent, or parents can send an explanation via email. 

When a student is absent for one or two days, all homework should be turned in immediately since it is assigned weekly.  English homework is posted on my personal website (http://fosterkat.com ) and in Google Classroom.
In addition to written homework, students should be studying their English and Literary Term notes 15-30 minutes nightly.  

GRADING PROCEDURES

The ELA (English/Language Arts) grade is a WEIGHTED PERCENTAGE using the following scale:

TESTS 40%
CLASSWORK 25%

QUIZZES 25%

HOMEWORK 10%

Students are usually given a week or two notice on quizzes and one week notice on tests. THE STUDENTS WILL BE USING A PLANNER AGAIN THIS YEAR. ALL IMPORTANT ASSIGNMENTS, DUE DATES, TEST DATES, ETC. SHOULD BE RECORDED IN THE PLANNER. If a student receives a failing grade (below 60), he/she must have the paper signed by his/her parents.

PROGRESS REPORTS

Progress reports listing all assignments; grades for those assignments; the average for tests, quizzes, classwork, and homework; and the overall weighted percentage are posted weekly on REDIKER. It is very important that all families establish a REDIKER account INCLUDING AN EMAIL ADDRESS that is checked regularly. We use REDIKER as our primary communication tool.  Reviewing the online progress report weekly will enable you and the students to identify strengths and weaknesses. If you have problems opening an account, please contact our Technology Coordinator.
EXTRA HELP

I will be available on Mondays and Wednesday after school from dismissal until 4:15 to provide homework help, study help, and to give students time to finish classwork.

COMMUNICATION

*Remember you can contact me if you need to for any reason.  There are a number of ways in which we can communicate:

1. Call and leave a message on my voice mail; my extension is 245.

2. Contact me through e-mail. My e-mail address at home is puffykat@aol.com. My e-mail address at school is fosterk@sjvs.org.  . PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU HAVE SIGNED UP TO RECEIVE EMAILS ON REDIKER. (Please use an account that you check regularly.) 
3. I have a web site (http://fosterkat.com.) There is a main page, a seventh grade page, an eighth grade page, and other links.  
________________________________________________________________________
Please detach, sign, and return to MRS. FOSTER by Friday, August 18.
Students: I have read the policies and procedures for ENGLISH CLASS, understand them, and will abide by them.

STUDENT’S NAME ___________________________________________

Signature______________________________________

Date__________________________

Parents: We have discussed the policies and procedures for ENGLISH CLASS.  I understand them and will support them.

Signature______________________________________

Date__________________________

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

EIGHTH GRADE ENGLISH AND LITERATURE

GENERAL CURRICULUM

The eighth grade curriculum includes grammar, writing, and literature. The students will review punctuation, capitalization, usage, sentence structure, phrases, and clauses.  We will begin the year with The Giver by Lois Lowry.  This will be followed by Witness by Karen Hesse, then A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare, Witness by Karen Hesse, and a Holocaust unit during which we will read Prisoner-3087 by Ruth Gruener, Alan Gratz, and Jack Gruener. We will also be reading and analyzing non-fiction books and articles. Throughout the year we will also be exploring poetry. 

HOMEWORK
Written homework is assigned weekly and will be checked and collected on Friday. In addition to English the students will have a variety of literature projects due throughout each trimester.  English homework and all literature assignments are posted on my personal website (http://fosterkat.com ) and in Google Classroom. Each time a student has missing or incomplete homework, there will be consequences as described in the Merit Demerit system. 

If a student is unable to do homework due to illness or emergency, he/she must have a note signed by a parent, or parents can send an explanation via email. 

When a student is absent for one or two days, all homework should be turned in immediately since it is assigned weekly.  In addition to written homework, students should be studying their English and Literary Term notes 15-30 minutes nightly.  

GRADING PROCEDURES
The ELA (English/Language Arts) grade is a WEIGHTED PERCENTAGE using the following scale:

TESTS 40%

CLASSWORK 25%

QUIZZES 25%

HOMEWORK 10%

Students are usually given a week or two notice on quizzes and one week notice on tests. THE STUDENTS WILL BE USING A PLANNER AGAIN THIS YEAR. ALL IMPORTANT ASSIGNMENTS, DUE DATES, TEST DATES, ETC. SHOULD BE RECORDED IN THE PLANNER.  If a student receives a failing grade (below 60), he/she must have the paper signed by his/her parents.
EXTRA HELP

I will be available on Mondays and Wednesdays after school from dismissal until 4:15 to provide homework help and give students time to finish classwork.

PROGRESS REPORTS

Progress reports listing all assignments; grades for those assignments; the average for tests, quizzes, classwork, and homework; and the overall weighted percentage are posted weekly on REDIKER. It is very important that all families establish a REDIKER account INCLUDING AN EMAIL ADDRESS that is checked regularly. We use REDIKER as our primary communication tool.  Reviewing the online progress report weekly will enable you and the students to identify strengths and weaknesses. If you have problems opening an account, please contact our Technology Department.

COMMUNICATION

*Remember you can contact me if you need to for any reason.  There are a number of ways in which we can communicate:

1.  Call and leave a message on my voice mail; my extension is 245.

2. Contact me through e-mail. My home e-mail address is puffykat@aol.com. My school e-mail address is fosterk@sjvs.org.   PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU HAVE SIGNED UP TO RECEIVE EMAIL ON REDIKER. (Please use an account that you check regularly.)
3. I have a web site (http://fosterkat.com). There is a main page, a seventh grade page, an eighth grade page, and other links. ________________________________________________________________________

Please detach, sign, and return to MRS. FOSTER by Friday, AUGUST 18.
Students: I have read the policies and procedures for EIGHTH GRADE ENGLISH AND LITERATURE CLASS, understand them, and will abide by them.
STUDENT’S NAME ___________________________________________
Signature______________________________________ 
Date__________________________

Parents: We have discussed the policies and procedures for EIGHTH GRADE ENGLISH AND LITERATURE CLASS.  I understand them and will support them.

Signature______________________________________   
Date__________________________
