A Midsummer Night’s Dream

 

Act 1

 

Scene 1

 

1.
What is Theseus anxiously awaiting as the play opens?

 

2.
What does Theseus mean when he tells Hippolyta “I wooed thee with my sword?”  How would you describe the relationship between Theseus and Hippolyta?

  

3.
What is the “complaint” Egeus makes to Theseus?

 

4.
What options does Theseus give Hermia should she refuse to obey her father?

 

 5.
List who loves whom at the beginning of the play:

 



Hermia loves:



Helena loves:

 



Demetrius loves:

 



Lysander loves:

 

6.
Where does Lysander propose that he and Hermia go and why?  Where are Lysander and Hermia currently living?

 

 7.
At the close of the scene, what is Helena going to tell Demetrius and why?

 

 Scene 2

 

1.
What production are the six tradesmen or “mechanicals” planning to put on and for what purpose?

 

 2.
What roles are the mechanicals going to play in the production?

 


Bottom:

Snug:

 


Flute:

 


Snout:

 


Starveling:

 


Quince:

 

3.
Who is the most enthusiastic actor of the group?  How do you know?

 

 

 A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM ACT 1

Personal Response

1. How did you feel when you read Helena’s decision to tell Demetrius about Hermia and Lysander’s plan? Why did you feel this way?

Evaluate and Connect

1. Describe Theseus’s character. What sort of leader does he seem to be?

2. Do you think Egeus is justified in being angry with his daughter? Why or why not?

 

Act 2

 

Scene 1

 

1.
What is the relationship between Oberon and Titania, and why are the two angry at each other?

 

 2.
Who is Robin Goodfellow or Puck, and what kinds of mischievous pranks does he like to play?

 

 3.
What have been some of the effects of the feud between Oberon and Titania?

  

4.
Why is Titania so interested in keeping the changeling boy?

 

 5.
What does Oberon send Robin to fetch?  Where is this item to be found? What is Oberon planning to do with it?

 

 6.
Oberon overhears Demetrius and Helena arguing.  What is the substance or subject of their dialogue?

 

 7.
When Robin returns from his mission, what does Oberon ask him to do?

 Scene 2

 

 1.
What does Oberon do to Titania at the opening of the scene?  Why?

 

 2.
Who does Robin charm with the love potion, and what is the end result of this charm?

 

 3.
When she wakes up, what does Hermia say she has dreamed?  Why is she worried as the scene closes?

 

 

 A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM ACT 2

Personal Response

1. The sprites speak very poetically. Which image or images presented by the sprites do you remember the best? What makes the images memorable? 

Analyzing Literature

Interpret

1. By the end of act 2, what is similar about the following pairs: Lysander and Hermia, Demetrius and Helena, and Oberon and Titania? 

Evaluate and Connect

1. How would you describe the character of Puck? What kind of mood does he create?

2. How might the magical herb described by Oberon act as a metaphor for the way infatuation operates in real life? Explain.

 

Act 3

  

Scene 1

 

1.
What concerns does Bottom raise about the play the mechanicals are rehearsing? 

  

2.
What are the solutions Bottom offers to his concerns?

  

3.
As they deliver the lines, what are some of the mistakes that the mechanicals make that anger Quince?

4.
Why do the mechanicals run away from Bottom midway through the scene?

 

 5.
How does Titania react to Bottom?  Why?

  

6.
Who are the characters that wait on and serve Bottom?

 

 7.
How does Bottom address these characters?

 

 Scene 2

 

1.
What report does Robin make to Oberon as the scene opens?

 

 2.
Why is Oberon upset with Robin?  What is Oberon’s solution to the muddle Robin has created?

 

 3.
According to Helena, why are Demetrius and Lysander following her?  What is the real reason for their behavior toward Helena?

 

 4.
What was the relationship between Helena and Hermia in their childhood?  How has their relationship now changed and why? 

 

 

5.
List three of the metaphors or insults tossed between the four Athenian lovers between lines 260 and 365.  Briefly explain why the characters use those particular metaphors or insults.

 

 6.
What “knaveries” does Oberon accuse Robin of committing?

 

 7.
What does Oberon tell Robin to do in order to correct the mess?

 

8.
How does Robin arrange to get all four of the Athenian lovers to fall asleep in the same area?

 

 9.
At the close of the scene, who is not charmed?  Who remains charmed?

 

  A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM ACT 3 

Personal Response

1. Some critics see Bottom as a fool. Others think he is wiser than he appears. What is your opinion of Bottom? 

Evaluate and Connect

1. In act 3, what emotion does Oberon show he is capable of? How does he show this?

2. Think of characters from television or the movies who are tricksters like Puck. Why might audiences enjoy watching the antics of such characters?

Act 4

 

Scene 1

 

1.
At the beginning of the scene, how has Bottom’s relationship to the fairies changed since we last saw them?

 

 2.
What has happened to the changeling child, and why does Oberon decide to reverse the charm placed on Titania?

 

 3.
According to Oberon, where will the fairies be on “tomorrow midnight?”  For what purpose?

 

 4.
What are Theseus and Hippolyta doing out in the forest?

  

5.
How does Lysander explain his and Hermia’s presence in the forest to Theseus?

  

6.
Why is Egeus so angry upon hearing Lysander’s explanation?

 

 7.
When Theseus and Hippolyta depart, what theories do the lovers offer to explain what they have seen and experienced?

 

8.
What is “Bottom’s Dream?”  What is the significance of the pun on “bottom” that Bottom makes?

 

 Scene 2

 

1.
What are the mechanicals worried about as the scene opens?

 2.
What does Bottom report when he enters?

 

 A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM ACT 4

Personal Response

1. Compare this act to the previous one. In which act did the majority of the characters enjoy themselves most? Which act did you enjoy more? Explain. 

Analyzing Literature

Evaluate and Connect

1. The fourth act opens and ends with Bottom at center stage. What is your opinion of Bottom’s character? How might he be the antithesis, or opposite, of Theseus’s character? 

2. In this act, several characters look back at prior infatuations with disbelief. What do you think Shakespeare is saying about love and infatuation?
 

Act 5

 

Scene 1

 

1.
What is Theseus’s attitude towards the lovers at the opening of the scene?

  

2.
Why does Theseus say that “The Lunatic, the lover, and the poet / Are of imagination all compact?”

 

3.
What entertainments does Philostrate offer to Theseus?

 

4. 
Which entertainment does Theseus choose and why?

  

5.
What is wrong with the Prologue that is spoken?  How do these mistakes alter the meaning of what is being spoken?

 

 6.
Why might Shakespeare have decided to have the mechanicals perform Pyramus and Thisbe instead of some other play?  What parallels do you see between the Pyramus and Thisbe story and what has occurred in the forest?

 

 7.
What are some of the things that the Athenian nobles find so comical about the production they are viewing?

 

 8.
According to Theseus, what trick ought we use when viewing a bad theatrical performance such as the mechanicals are giving (lines 224-231)?

 

9
Why is Starveling so frustrated when delivering his performance as Moonshine?

  

 

 

 

10.
What are the ultimate fates of Pyramus and Thisbe?  Why do they both wind up as they do?

 

 11.
Why does Theseus dismiss the possibility of hearing an epilogue to the play?  What does he opt for in place of an epilogue?

 

 12.
Who invade the palace after the Athenians leave?  Why?

  

13.
What does Robin request of the audience in his final speech?

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM ACT 5

Personal Response

Did the play-within-a-play make you laugh? Have you ever seen a live performance that was so badly presented it was entertaining? Make a list of some of the more humorous lines in the play performed by Bottom and his actors. 

Evaluate and Connect

1. In reading the play-within-a-play, we become the audience for the drama played out by Theseus, Hippolyta, and the others. These performers, in turn, form the audience for the reenactment of Pyramus and Thisbe. How does observing another audience help you
understand the relationship between audience and performers? 

2. Modern television shows often create comic effects by having a silly, innocent, or “clueless” character and a sarcastic, knowing, clever character play off of each other. What examples can you think of?

