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MULTI-GENRE FAMOUS PERSON 

 RESEARCH PROJECT  

 

One of the reasons that you are attending school is to acquire the skills necessary to learn 

on your own. The multi-genre research project will help you learn some of these skills as 

you research a famous person and will give you a format for presenting the information 

you learned in several interesting ways. After you have chosen your famous person, make 

certain that there is plenty of information about him/her. Since you are already in the 

habit of reading and writing on a regular basis, now all of your reading and writing can 

center on your topic. You will use SOURCE CARDS AND NOTE CARDS where you 

will record the pages and sources you have read and the information you have found. You 

will transform the data you uncovered into a research report and five different genres of 

writing. You must include a WORKS CITED PAGE for all your sources. The multi-

genre research project FINAL PRODUCT will be worth 350 points. Each part of the 

project will receive an individual grade as well. We will work on this assignment in 

class during February, March, April, and May. YOU will also be expected to work 

on this project AT HOME. 

 

CALENDAR 
 
Introduce project February 13 
Topic, sources February 27 
Take notes February 27-March 10 
Rough draft of research paper and Works Cited due March 24 
Rough draft of short narrative/play April 5 
Rough draft genre group A and B April 26 
Rough draft genre group C and D May 3 
Final project due May 11 

 

THE PROCESS 

.  

1. You are to research a FAMOUS PERSON (LIVING OR DEAD). A good research 

paper requires plenty of information from a variety of sources. You will be required to 

use a minimum of THREE different sources; two may come from the same genre. NO 

WIKIPEDIA!!!!!!!! 
Choose from these possibilities: 

Books 

Magazines, Newspapers 

Television programs 

Videos 

Internet sites 

Personal interviews 

Encyclopedias 

You will document your sources in a WORKS CITED PAGE. 

2. Once all research has been completed, you are to use their information to create a 

Multi-genre Booklet (FOLDER) about YOUR assigned famous person using the 

activities listed.  
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3. When all activities have been finished, you should compile them into a booklet 

(FOLDER). The booklet (FOLDER) must have an illustrated front cover, a title page, and 

a table of contents page. On the front cover you should write the name of the famous 

person as well as a creative title and your name, grade, student number, and date. The 

cover should reflect the famous person’s unique personality: consider a collage, 

drawings, pictures, etc. The title page should contain your catchy title, the famous 

person’s name, student's name, student number, and date.  

 

4. All assignments are to be done as neatly and thoroughly as possible. All written 

activities should be TYPED. Creativity is encouraged. Art work, illustrations, pictures, 

etc., will greatly enhance the effectiveness of the booklet.  

 

Genres of Writing 

 

In addition to the actual research report (ROUGH DRAFT OF RESEARCH PAPER 

(800-1000 WORDS) AND WORKS CITED   DUE MARCH 24), you will write five 

additional pieces of writing exploring a variety of genres. 

 

1. You will be required to write a short narrative (story) or play (ROUGH DRAFT 

OF SHORT NARRATIVE/PLAY APRIL  5). 

 

2. You will be required to write one piece of writing from GENRE GROUP A 

(ROUGH DRAFT GENRE GROUP A –APRIL 26). 

 

1. ORIGINAL POEM-Write an original poem about your famous person or 

some aspect of your famous person’s life. Minimum 20 lines. INCLUDE 

TITLE AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
  

2. SONG-Pick a song that you feel represents your famous person. INCLUDE a 

copy of the lyrics. Then, as your famous person, explain why this song is your 

"theme song." (200-250 WORDS) 
 

3.  QUIZ- You've taken many quizzes, so you know how they look. Make yours a 

3 part quiz. Part 1-Multiple Choice with at least twenty questions; Part 2- 

Fill in the Blanks (at least 10 items); Part 3-True/False (at least 10 items). Then, 

at the bottom of the page, put a KEY to the answers and any explanations 

you need.  

 

4. MEMORY- A memory is similar to a monologue in that it is the reflection of 

one speaker. To write a memory is to single out an important event from the past 

and recall its details (who, what, when, and where) and to write also about why 

the memory is important. How did the event change the person (speaker, narrator) 

or why does it still come to mind? Why was this event important? Memories are 

written in first person point of view and should be full of details 
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that make the event seem true to life. Your reader should be able to 

visualize the event, almost as if he or she were there.  (200-250 WORDS) 

 

5. SONG/BALLAD- Write ORIGINAL lyrics to a song or ballad (a song that 

tells a story). You should have several verses. Think of the main ideas you want 

the song to express. Remember that songs are to be sung, so think of that as you 

compose. Look at the structures of some of your favorite songs to use for 

examples.  Title it -The Ballad of (Famous Person). (200-250 WORDS) 

 

6. EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT- When important events happen, someone is 

generally there to see it happen. An eyewitness is asked to give details about 

exactly what happened, when it happened and how it happened. The eyewitness 

would provide specific, concrete details like colors, sizes, distances, times, etc. 

that make the account as factual as possible. While not everyone sees an event in 

the exact same way, eyewitness accounts help us put the event into perspective. 

Write as an eye witness to an important event in your famous person’s life. 

FIRST PERSON-YOU ARE TELLING ABOUT WHAT YOU SAW.(200-

250 WORDS) 
 

3. You will be required to write one piece of writing from GENRE GROUP B 

(ROUGH DRAFT GENRE GROUP B APRIL 26) 

 

1. INTERVIEW -Interview your famous person as if you were Jay Leno or 

Oprah Winfrey OR YOURSELF OR WHOEVER. WRITE THE QUESTIONS 

AND THE ANSWERS. When trying to figure out appropriate questions to ask 

an interviewee follow this guideline.  First, get the facts.  Next, ask your 

interviewee to clarify what has been said.  (What do you mean by...?)  Then 

the interviewer is supposed to verify information given, provide any follow-

up questions, and provide closure to the discussion.  (MINIMUM OF 20 

QUESTIONS) 
 

2. NEWSPAPER ARTICLE-Write a newspaper account of an event in which 

your famous person is involved. Use a newsletter template. (200-250 

WORDS) 
 

3.  DIARY -Pretend that you are the famous person you've chosen. Write 5-7 

DIARY ENTRIES ABOUT EVENTS IN YOUR LIFE (YOU ARE 

THE FAMOUS PERSON) A personal diary is a daily journal, a recording 

of the significant moments of the day. It begins with the date. Some diary writers 

begin, "Dear Diary," but that's not a rule. Since a diary is meant to be personal, it 

often reveals feelings and thoughts that people tend to keep private. You 

should include diary entries for 5 -7 days. They do not have to be consecutive. 

They can cover a short or long time span. (AT LEAST 300  WORDS) 
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4. ADVICE COLUMN -Pretend that you are the famous person you've chosen. 

Write a letter to Dear Abby telling her about a problem that you have been 

having. Be sure that you include a response from Abby. Like the ones you find in 

magazines or newspapers, an advice column features a letter from a reader who 

needs advice or help and a response from the columnist whose expertise allows 

him or her to sincerely give this help. You should consult a real column in a 

newspaper to see how you could format yours. (TOTAL OF AT LEAST 300 

WORDS) 
 

5. ESSAY-Write an essay in which you use the following thesis statement: The 

famous person(famous person’s name) is (adjective,) (adjective), 

and (adjective.) (200-250 WORDS) 
 

4. You will be required to write one piece from GENRE GROUP C (ROUGH 

DRAFT GENRE GROUP C AND D May 3 

 

1.  TRAVEL POSTER A travel poster can use graphics, photos, or drawings to 

reveal a certain place in the world relevant to your famous person.  Make sure you 

use the space on your poster effectively.  Capture the viewer’s attention and keep 

it.  Your travel poster should reveal the essence of the destination and what it has 

to offer.  Keep the design simple yet inclusive of all necessary information.       

8 ½ BY 11. INCLUDE TEXT AND PICTURES. 
 

2. ADVERTISEMENT- Create a one page advertisement like you'd see in a 

magazine. You want to get your reader's attention, demonstrate the need for what 

you are selling, and show how your product/service will satisfy that need. Study 

professional ads to see how these goals are accomplished and use those examples 

as your models. Your ad must relate to your famous person. .  

8 ½ BY 11. INCLUDE TEXT AND PICTURES. 
 

3. CD COVER- Create the art work for the front. Include the name of the band 

and the title of the CD. Then, on another "square," include your list of song titles. 

CD’s generally have between 10-13 songs. Finally, include the lyrics to 

one song or liner notes. Liner notes are notes about the making of the CD, 

the experiences of the band, or other informative details that would be of interest 

to the listener. Make this information related to your famous person. See a real 

CD or album for a model of how yours might look.   

 

4. GREETING CARD- A typical greeting card has a specific purpose: wishing 

someone a happy birthday or anniversary or expressing a feeling about another 

occasion. There is a sender and a receiver. Also, the card itself has a cover with an 

illustration or picture, maybe even a cartoon and an inside with the main message 

or the punch line to a joke begun on the cover. See several real cards to get a 

sense of how you could design your card. Be sure you also include a little 
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note to your sender to make the card personal. This can be to or 

from your famous person. If to your famous person, it could be in 

celebration of an important event in his/her life. (SHOULD BE AT 

LEAST 150 WORDS) 

 

5. POST CARD- A post card must have three parts. On the front are the picture 

and a greeting, such as "Hello from Ontario," or "Wish you were skiing with us." 

On the back are the address and stamp to the right and the message to the left. 

People generally write in small print on postcards to let them say everything they 

want to say or they may write brief ideas. Be sure that each word in your message 

counts or means something.  This needs to have something to do with 

your famous person. USE AN 8 ½ BY 11 SHEET OF PAPER. 

CREATE ON THE COMPUTER (DOUBLE SIDED) . 

 

 5. You will be required to write one piece from GENRE GROUP D 
(ROUGH DRAFT GENRE GROUP C AND D- May 3) 

 

1.   CARTOON-Design a five panel cartoon of an event in your famous 

person’s life. THERE MUST BE AT LEAST 150 WORDS OF TEXT. 

 

2.   COLLAGE-Create a collage depicting various events, people, and things of 

importance to your famous person. USE images that represent the key ideas you 

are representing. The collage can include words and phrases to reinforce ideas. 

You must also INCLUDE a 200-250 WORD 

PARAGRAPH explaining the significance of the images in 

your collage.   

 

3. PORTRAIT-Draw a portrait of your famous person. This must be hand 

drawn NOT COMPUTER GENERATED. YOU NEED TO 

BE A REALLY GOOD ARTIST TO DO THIS. 
 

4. ANNOUNCEMENT- We hear announcements each day in school. There are 

also announcements in church or before a meeting. Announcements alert people 

to important events that are coming up. Create an announcement that gives critical 

information about an upcoming event: who, what, when, where, why, and 

how. Top the announcement with an attention-getting label. The 

announcement should relate to something in your famous person’s life. 

(COMPUTER GENERATED) AT LEAST 150 WORDS OF TEXT 

 

5. ILLUSTRATION- An illustration is a drawing that illustrates a concept or an 

idea. It is often accompanied by labels or margin notes to explain aspects of the 

drawing. An illustration is often done in ink on white paper and is 
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detailed. Think of how a scientist illustrates the process of cell 

reproduction or how a naturalist illustrates the stages maples 

trees go through during the four seasons.  Your illustration should be 

related to some aspect of your famous person’s life. THIS IS NOT A PICTURE. 

IT IS A DIAGRAM. 
 

6. You will be required to fill in a Self Assessment 

Worksheet (HANDED IN WITH FINAL PROJECT) 
  

 

On MAY 11 you will turn in a multi-genre project that 
contains eight items:  
 
1. A Research Paper on your topic (800- 1,000 words)  
 
2.  A Works Cited Page 
 
3. A short narrative or play 
 
3. One piece of writing from GENRE GROUP A  
 
4. One piece of writing from GENRE GROUP B 
 
5. One piece from GENRE GROUP C  
 
6. One piece from GENRE GROUP D 
  
7. A Self Assessment Worksheet 
  
The Final Product 
 
All of your writings will be contained in a professional 
and creative FOLDER. (NO BINDERS). You must have a 
cover, title page, assignments in that order.  
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Multi-Genre Research Paper FINAL PRODUCT Rubric 
 
FORMAT 
 
COVER: An eye-catching FOLDER (NO BINDERS!!!) with a 
clever, original title of your project, YOUR 
NAME/HOMEROOM/DATE. 50 
 
TITLE PAGE: A neatly typed title page with your clever, 
original title, the famous person’s name, your name, 
number, and date 25 
 
 TABLE OF CONTENTS: A table of contents that lists 
assignments and titles.  50 
 
 
 Research Paper 50 
 
 Works Cited   25 
 
 Short Story or Play 25 
 
 Genre Group A   25 
 
 Genre Group B  25  
 
 Genre Group C   25 
 
 Genre Group D   25 
 
A Self Assessment Worksheet 25 
 
TOTAL 350 POINTS for the FINAL PRODUCT. 
 
You will receive individual grades for the ROUGH DRAFTS of the research 
paper, the short story/play, and genres A, B, C, D. You will also be graded 
on your sources and research notes and bibliographic data. The above 
rubric is for the final product due MAY 11. 


