                                                                                            February 13, 2017
Dear Parents,

       This year the 8th grade’s final project will be a MULTI-GENRE RESEARCH PROJECT. The MULTI-GENRE RESEARCH PROJECT will help the students learn research skills by reporting on a famous person of their choice and will give them a format for presenting the information they learned in several interesting ways. The students will choose a famous person of interest to them. They will take notes where they will record the pages and sources they have read and the information they have found and record bibliographic information. They will transform the data they uncovered into a research report and five different genres of writing. They must include a WORKS CITED of all their sources. The multi-genre FINAL PRODUCT will be worth 350 points. Each part of the project will receive an individual grade as well. We will work on this assignment in class during February, March, April, and May. The students will also be expected to work on this project AT HOME.
CALENDAR
Introduce project February 13
Topic, sources February 27
Take notes February 27-March 10
Rough draft of research paper and Works Cited due March 24
Rough draft of short narrative/play April 5
Rough draft genre group A and B April 26
Rough draft genre group C and D May 3
Final project due May 11
THE PROCESS

1. Students are to research a FAMOUS PERSON (LIVING OR DEAD). A good research paper requires plenty of information from a variety of sources. You will be required to use a minimum of THREE different sources; two may come from the same genre. Choose from these possibilities:

Books

Magazines, Newspapers

Television programs

Videos

Internet sites

Personal interviews

Encyclopedias

The students will document their sources in a WORKS CITED page.

2. Once all research has been completed, students are to use their information to create a Multi-genre Booklet (FOLDER) about their assigned famous person using the activities listed. 

3. When all activities have been finished, students should compile them into a booklet (FOLDER-NO BINDERS). The booklet (FOLDER-NO BINDERS) must have an illustrated front cover, a title page, and a table of contents page. On the front cover students should have a creative title, student's name, student number, and date. The cover should reflect the famous person’s unique personality: consider a collage, drawings, pictures, etc. The title page should contain the famous person’s name, student's name, student number, and date. 
4. All assignments are to be done as neatly and thoroughly as possible. All written activities should be TYPED. Creativity is encouraged. Art work, illustrations, pictures, etc., will greatly enhance the effectiveness of the booklet. 

Genres of Writing

In addition to the actual research report (ROUGH DRAFT OF RESEARCH PAPER AND WORKS CITED DUE March 24), they will write five additional pieces of writing exploring a variety of genres.

1.
They will be required to write a short narrative (story) or play (ROUGH DRAFT OF SHORT NARRATIVE/PLAY April 5).
2. They will be required to write one piece of writing from GENRE GROUP A (ROUGH DRAFT GENRE GROUP A April 26).
3. They will be required to write one piece of writing from GENRE GROUP B (ROUGH DRAFT GENRE GROUP B April 26).
4. They will be required to write one piece from GENRE GROUP C (ROUGH DRAFT GENRE GROUP C AND D May 3).
5. They will be required to write one piece from GENRE GROUP  D

(ROUGH DRAFT GENRE GROUP C AND D May 3).
6. They will be required to fill in a Self Assessment Worksheet (HANDED IN WITH FINAL PROJECT)

On MAY 11 the students will turn in a multi-genre project that contains eight items: 

1.
A Research Paper on your topic (600-1000 words) 

2.
 A Works Cited Page

3.
A short narrative or play

4. One piece of writing from GENRE GROUP A 

5.  One piece of writing from GENRE GROUP B

6.  One piece from GENRE GROUP C 

7.  One piece from GENRE GROUP D


8.  A Self Assessment Worksheet

THE FINAL PRODUCT

All of their writings will be contained in a professional and creative FOLDER (NO BINDERS). It must have a cover, title page, and assignments in the correct order. 

Multi-Genre Research Paper FINAL PRODUCT Rubric

FORMAT

COVER: An eye-catching FOLDER (NO BINDERS!!!) with a clever, original title of your project, YOUR NAME/HOMEROOM/DATE. 50

TITLE PAGE: A neatly typed title page with your clever, original title, the famous person’s name, your name, number, and date 25

 TABLE OF CONTENTS: A table of contents that lists assignments and titles.  50

 Research Paper 50

 Works Cited   25

 Short Story or Play 25

 Genre Group A   25

 Genre Group B  25 

 Genre Group C   25

 Genre Group D   25

A Self Assessment Worksheet 25

TOTAL 350 POINTS for the FINAL PRODUCT.

The students will receive individual grades for the ROUGH DRAFTS of the research paper, the short story/play, and genres A, B, C, D. They will also be graded on their sources and research notes and bibliographic data. The above rubric is for the final product due MAY 13.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

I have read the MULTI-GENRE RESEARCH PAPER ASSIGNMENT. I am aware of the format and due dates. I know that my son/daughter needs a Topic Chosen and ALL Sources BROUGHT TO SCHOOL on February 27. I know that the students will work on this assignment in class and at HOME.

___________________________________   __________ 

PARENT’S SIGNATURE                                     DATE

_________________________________________ 

STUDENT’S NAME

