 “A person is not given integrity. It results from the relentless pursuit of honesty at all times.” (Author Unknown)

Trust between faculty and students is a vital part of the environment at our school. It is important for students to develop a strong sense of personal honor and integrity while in school that will follow them throughout life. “To make your children capable of honesty is the beginning of education.”(John Ruskin) To help create and maintain an atmosphere of honesty and integrity among students and faculty members alike, the St. John Vianney Catholic School community has adopted a Code of Honor. This system can succeed only when every member of the student body believes in and supports the principles upon which it is based. 

Honor Code

As a member of the St. John Vianney Catholic School community, I am expected to conduct myself with honor, integrity, and with a high regard for others.  I accept full responsibility for my own actions and attitudes and agree to abide by the following code: 

· I will act honorably at all times – being truthful and respecting the property of others by not lying, cheating, stealing, vandalizing, committing forgery, or plagiarizing. 

· I will abide by the rules of the code of conduct. 

· I will show concern and respect for all members of the St. John Vianney Catholic School community and their property. 

· I will show concern for the school environment by helping to keep it clean and safe. 

· I will represent my school in an honorable and positive way at all times - on and off campus.  
Honor Code Definitions
 The St. John Vianney Honor Code addresses cheating, plagiarizing, lying, stealing, vandalism, harassment, and forgery.
Six essential qualities are the key to success: sincerity, personal integrity, humility, courtesy, wisdom, charity. (William Menninger)
I. Cheating: Using or attempting to use unauthorized assistance or advantage in academic work that is submitted as one's own individual efforts or the giving of such assistance to others.
 Examples of cheating include, but are not limited to the following: 

Turning in work that is not entirely done by me and giving the impression that the work was done by me.        
Copying someone else’s homework, or allowing someone to copy my homework (without the consent or approval of the teacher) whether handwritten or computer-generated. 

Using workbooks or test/quizzes from a previous year with answers already written in. 

Working with others on any assignment which is intended to be an independent effort. 

Using a similar assignment from a past class (book report, essay, etc.) 

Having notes or textbooks visible during tests or quizzes. Using any materials (such as notes), other than those permitted by the teacher, while taking a test or quiz. 

Giving or receiving information about a test, quiz, or other assignment prior to starting the assignment. This includes receiving from someone unauthorized specific test questions or information about topics included in the assignment. 

Glancing at someone else’s test or quiz or allowing someone to glance at my test or quiz during the administration of the test or quiz. Asking for or giving information to another student while taking a test or quiz. This includes receiving information from an unauthorized source and the use of talking, signs, or gestures during a quiz or tests

Unauthorized use of calculators, cell phones or any electronic device such as watches,    palm pilots, etc.  

Passing a test or quiz information during a class period or from one class period to members of another class period with the same teacher

Collaboration among students is often directed by faculty, but students should know that UNLESS SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS FOR COLLABORATION ARE GIVEN BY THEIR TEACHER, it is understood that assignments are to be done individually.  

II. Plagiarism is the unauthorized use of someone else’s thoughts or wording either by incorrect documentation, failing to cite my sources altogether, or simply by relying way too heavily on external resources. It’s like lip-synching to someone else’s voice and accepting the applause and rewards for myself.
Be true to your work, your word, and your friend. Henry David Thoreau
Plagiarizing encompasses, but is not limited to, the following:
Having a parent or another person write an essay or do a project which is then submitted as my own work; failing to use proper documentation and bibliography.

 “Buying” a paper from another student or the internet.

Copying and pasting segments of information from an internet web site and turning it in as my own work. 

Copying anyone else’s work (another student, a parent, or a published source) and handing it in as my own work.  This applies equally to material from print and electronic sources (computer, radio, television, video, etc.)   Any material taken directly from a computer source, just as with any source, constitutes cheating, unless I rewrite it in my own words or use quotation marks. 

Because it is intellectual theft, plagiarism is considered by all post-secondary institutions as an academic crime with punishment anywhere from an F on that particular paper to dismissal from the course to expulsion from the college or university.
III. Lying: Any action, appearance, or statement, which an individual knows, or should know, to be untrue, given with intention to deceive.
 
Strive for integrity - that means knowing your values in life and behaving in a way that is consistent with these values. Unknown Author
Lying encompasses, but is not limited to, the following:
 Lying or failing to give complete information to a teacher; feigning illness to gain extra preparation time for tests, quizzes, or assignments and listing fictitious reference sites

Lying by omission. 

Receiving permission from a teacher to go one place and going someplace else. 

IV. Stealing: Taking or appropriating without the right or permission to do so and with the intent to keep or improperly use the school work or materials of another student or the instructional materials of a teacher.

The reputation of a thousand years may be determined by the conduct of one hour.  ~Japanese Proverb

Stealing encompasses, but is not limited to, the following:
Taking something without permission of the owner even if the intention is to return whatever is taken. 

Borrowing something without permission even if the intention is to return whatever is borrowed. 

Finding something and making little or no effort to locate the rightful owner. 

Unauthorized removal of academic materials from a teacher (stealing copies of tests or quizzes, illegitimately accessing the teacher's answer key for tests or quizzes, stealing the teacher's edition of the textbook.) 

 Stealing another student's homework, notes, or handouts
Use of the school's computers and network is a special privilege, and analogous standards of integrity apply in this realm.  Tampering with operating systems or other students' files or folders is analogous to "taking" or "hiding" property.  Using another person’s E-mail account is dishonest.  The Acceptable User’s Policy signed by all students elaborates on these guidelines.     

V. Vandalism: The destruction of personal or school property.

Don't try to be different.  Just be good.  To be good is different enough.  ~Arthur Freed

Vandalism encompasses, but is not limited to, the following:
 Defacing textbooks, school furniture, lockers, school equipment including computers, TVs, VCRs, DVD players, stereo equipment, musical instruments, athletic equipment, and all other school equipment.

VI. Forgery:  Forging the signature of a Parent/Guardian on a letter or on any other document and using this document in or out of the school as if it were a valid signature 

Real integrity is doing the right thing, knowing that nobody's going to know whether you did it or not. Oprah Winfrey
Forgery encompasses, but is not limited to, the following: 
Parent letters, permission slips, detention slips, and conduct cards
 VII. Harassing 

If you judge people, you have no time to love them. Mother Teresa

At SJV, we believe every person deserves to be treated with sensitivity and respect.  Students who uphold the Honor Code will strive to make all members of the community feel accepted from the first moment they arrive at the school and will treat everyone, regardless of physical, mental, or other differences, with respect. 

As a community, we will not tolerate harassment of any kind, whether it is of a general nature or falls within the specific examples listed below. 

· Ethnic harassment:  abuse of an individual or group on the basis of ethnic origin 

· Religious harassment: abuse of an individual or group on the basis of religion 

· Gender harassment:  abuse of an individual or group on the basis of gender 

· Sexual harassment:  use of sexuality to harass 

Harassment includes both the more easily identified acts of verbal, written or physical abuse, (i.e. persistent derogatory comments, persistent demeaning remarks, threatening remarks, racial or ethnic slurs, leering references to someone’s body) and the more subtle, but equally damaging forms, such as graffiti and stereotypical jokes.

Consequences of Violating the Honor Code

First Offense:   I will receive a zero for the work in violation of the Honor Code as well as a detention. My parents and the administration will be notified. Honor Society members will be put on probation. Such an offense will make me ineligible for membership in the National Junior Honor Society.

Second Offense:  I will receive a zero for the work in violation of the Honor Code as well as a detention. My parents and the administration will be notified. I will appear before the Junior High team and the Administration with my parents.   I will be put on probation from all sports and other extracurricular activities for thirty (30) days. Honor Society members will be removed from the society.
Third  Offense:   I will receive a failing grade in the course for the marking period in which the third offense was committed. My parents and the administration will be notified.  I will appear before the Junior High team and the Administration with my parents. Further disciplinary action may be taken.
Fourth Offense:    I will receive a failing grade for the marking period in which the fourth offense was committed. Further disciplinary action may be taken such as suspension or expulsion.                    
 Please note that honor code violations are a reflection of a student’s integrity. We are often asked to fill out recommendations, and integrity is one of the character traits we are asked to evaluate. Our evaluation will reflect the student’s Honor Code violations.

Information from the following sources was used in compiling the St. John Vianney Honor Code: 
St. Mary's Middle School Honor https://www.stmarysschool.org/aboutstmarys/index.asp 

St. Elizabeth High School http://www.sehs.org/Index.htm 

All Saints Academy http://www.allsaintsacademy.com/page.cfm?p=1
Mainland Regional High School Honor Code  http://www.mainlandregional.net/school%20information/honor%20code.html
Daniel High School http://www.sciencebyjones.com/honor_code.htm
The Landmark Christian School http://www.landmarkchristianschool.org/
Canterbury School http://www.canterburysch.org/index.html
W. T. Woodson High School Honor Code2007 – 2008 http://www.fcps.edu/woodsonhs/
